ADM-HEA Media and Communications Reference Group

Carole Baker

On 15th January 2008 I attended a meeting of the above group as APHE representative.  The group meets three times per year.  The next meeting is in May.  I am looking for ways of developing the links between APHE and HEA and would appreciate any ideas or suggestions on how we should do this.  Please email me at c.baker@napier.ac.uk 

Below is a summary of the main points discussed and useful links:

The ADM-HEA website is at: www.adm.heacademy.ac.uk/   The role of the Subject Centre is to support and develop “learning and teaching in art, design, media, history of art and the history of design in higher education”.
· Succession of Chair (currently Martin Lister) will happen in the next year – nominations are being sought.

· ADM-HEA Annual Forum 2008 is scheduled for 1st May at Nottingham Trent University.  Working title is ‘Knowledge’.  The Forums are an “opportunity for colleagues to consider some of the more fundamental and conceptual issues that drive teaching and learning across our subjects”. Suggested discussion areas are: deliberate practice, tools and techniques, audiences, authoritative bodies of knowledge, the new University and education institutions as last bastions of techniques.  Suggestions for speakers are being considered.

· A Learning and Teaching day is to be planned for July at Liverpool Hope University.

· National Subject Profile – the Academy report is complete.  Project Manager, Steve Mallinder thanked everyone for their response – over 1,000 media staff members and currently over 2,000 students have replied to survey.  The final stage – involving group seminars with media staff and students - is underway.  If you would like to take part contact Dr Mike Kent m.i.a.kent@brighton.ac.uk or Stephen Mallinder s.w.mallinder@brighton.ac.uk 

· The relationship between Subject Centres and CETLs is being debated.  `The SC is keen to work with CETLs in “a brokering, not necessarily funding capacity, in order to disseminate their activities”.

· Media and Communications Subject Benchmark is currently under consultation, deadline 29th February – see link below for information.

www.qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/review06.asp
· Change Academy: Is a year-long programme of support co-ordinated through HEA and Leadership Foundation.  Formed to develop “teams to lead, co-ordinate and facilitate change within a University or College” and is “a process designed to help teams plan their strategies and develop their capabilities.” www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/institutions/change 

· HEFCE evaluation of Academy ongoing

Further details for the following initiatives are to be found on the ADM-HEA website:

· ADM-HEA Online discussion forum is to be up and running by the end of January – postings by subscription.

· ADM-HEA Art, Design and Media Teaching Fellowship Scheme (ADMTFS) has been developed.  Look under ‘Awards’ on the ADM-HEA website to see criteria, how to apply and the assessment process.  This will run in parallel with the National Teaching Fellowship Scheme, but it will be more inclusive.  ADM-HEA will give guidance on completing the process.  The first round of this will be evaluated and any improvements considered.

· ADM-HEA Networks Magazine – issue 3 is ready and they are looking for content for issues 4 (Media Studies & Mass Communication – content deadline 20th Feb) and 5 (content deadline July 7th).  It was suggested that certain editions or sections could be edited by individuals or groups.

· Photography submissions – good response and more needed.

· Student Essay annual Competition – deadline for submissions 28th March 2008.  Suggestions were being considered to develop this into a photography version, or image and text.

· Funding and co-funding for a broad range of projects of varying size directly relating to the enhancement of learning and teaching in art, design and media subjects.
· Case studies of 2,000 words “describing, reflecting upon and evaluating an initiative that you have introduced in your own teaching practice” can be awarded £300 and published in Networks magazine.
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